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Seed library 


A seed library is an institution that lends or shares seed. It is 
distinguished from a seedbank in that the main purpose is not to 
store or hold germplasm or seeds against possible destruction, but to 
disseminate them to the public which preserves the shared plant 
varieties through propagation and further sharing of seed.^f^ 


Contents 

Function 
See also 



The Seed Library of Los Angeles: 
checking out seeds at a monthly 
meeting. 


References 
Further reading 
External links 


Function 


Seed libraries usually maintain their collections through donations 
from members.t?3 but may also operate as pure charity operations 
intent on serving gardeners and farmers.£2] A common attribute of 
many seed libraries is to preserve agricultural biodiversity by 
focusing on rare, local, and heirloom seed varieties.HI 

Seed libraries use varied methods for sharing seeds, primarily by: 

■ seed swaps otherwise known as seed exchanges, in which 
library members or the public meet and exchange seeds 

■ seed "lending," in which people check out seed from the library's 
collection, grow them, save the seed, and return seed from the 
propagated plants to the library 



Seed library shelving, USA 


Seed libraries may function as programs of public libraries, such as the programs of the Richmond 
Public Library in California (the "Richmond Grows" program is the "unofficial spiritual center of the 
[public library seed library] movemenflSl) and the New Port Richey Public Library (Florida).Seed 
library initiatives in public libraries garner patron participation as a novelty supplement to book check¬ 
outs. Seed packets are usually located next to everyday circulated items like books, audiobooks, CDs, and 
DVDs. Seed libraries in public libraries have been successful because they catch patron hobby 
curiosities.Public libraries are an appropriate space for seed libraries because they make seeds and 
plants available to everyone. 

They are also located in college libraries, such as Ham pshire College's seed library;l5l museums, such as 
the Hull-House Heirloom Seed Library, a program of the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum.IS or as 
membership based online programs like the Hudson Valley Seed Library. Some have developed as 
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programs of botanical gardens, such as that of the VanDusen Botanical Garden, or from gardening 
associations and research institutes, such as the Heritage Seed Library of Garden Organic. Other seed 
libraries have evolved from community sustainability or resilience efforts, such as the Bay Area Seed 
Interchange Library (BASIL) (the United States' oldest seed library, which developed from the Berk e ley, 
California Ecology Center); and still others from the Slow Food movement, such as Grow Gainesville's 

seed program. 1 ^ 9 ] 

While "lending" is straightforward, "returning" or re-depositing seeds presents a challenge, since the 
new seeds are not necessarily well-described, and may be inadvertent hybrids .^ 

Seed libraries complement the preservationist activities of seedbanks, by collecting local and heirloom 
varieties that might otherwise be lost, and by collecting new local varieties. In theory, lending and 
returning seed libraries will also promote local agriculture over time, by growing collections of seeds 
locally adapted to the region.lsl 

See also 


■ Heirloom plant 

■ Library 

■ Navdanya 

■ Seed saving 
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Further reading 


■ A Seed Library Thrives, New York Times (https://www.nytimes.eom/2010/10/07/garden/07seed.html? 
pagewanted=all&_r=0) 

■ The Seed Library Movement from Roots to Bloom (http://www.seedlibrary.org/blog/the-seed-library-m 
ovement-fro m-roots-to-bloom/) 

■ Sowing Revolution: Seed Libraries Offer Hope for Freedom of Food (http://realitysandwich.com/1374 
28/sowi ng_ revol ution/) 

■ "Seed lending li brary sp routs in West Concord" (http://www.boston.eom/news/local/massachusetts/2 
013/07/10/seed-iending-library-sprouts-west-concord-borrow-plant-grow-return-borrow-plant-grow-ret 
urn/4LBfHoLtPmSKi 5ul 2X8WfO/story.html), Boston Globe, Massachusetts, July 10, 2013 


External links 

■ Seed Library Social Network (http://seedlibraries.org/) 

■ Bay Area Seed Interchange Library (http://basilseedlibrary.com/), Berkeley, California 

■ Seed Library of Los Angeles (https://slola.blogspot.com/), Los Angeles, California 

■ Richmond Seed Library (http://www.richmondgrowsseeds.org/), Richmond, California 

■ BFPL Seed Library (http://www.bfplseedlibrary.org/), Vermont 

■ Seed Library of Pima County Public Library (http://www.library.pima.gov/seed-library/), Tucson, AZ 

■ "Seed Library Locator Map" (https://web.archive.Org/web/20180805125544/http://seedlibrarian.com/). 
Archived from the original (http://seedlibrarian.com) on 2018-08-05. 

■ "Valley Permaculture Alliance Seed Library" (https://web.archive.Org/web/20160810092537/http://vpa 
a z.org: 80/Seeds). Archived from the original (http://vpaaz.org:80/Seeds) on 2016-08-10. 
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